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Giovanni Battista Morgagni (2 December
1682 - 12 November 1671) was an Italian

anatomist, physiologist, physician, and
natural philosopher. He was born at Narni

in Umbria. He was one of the leading
physicians of the Baroque era, regarded

as one of the founders of modern forensic
medicine. He wrote about 1500 published

books, mainly on medicine. The
Monferrato Knife, one of his most famous
works, first published in 1753, is one of

the best known scientific surgical
instruments used to practice modern-day

microsurgery. He studied medicine in
Rome under the great teachers of his

time, in particular, Guarino Bonaventura,
whose lectures he continued after having

traveled to Paris, and finally began a
research career, mainly in Naples. The
Monferrato Knife was designed around

1656. Around 1655, Morgagni moved to
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Naples, where the principal physician of
the Spanish viceroys, (afterwards King

Charles II of England), was appointed to
the chair of surgery of the university of
Naples. In 1662, Charles II expelled him
because of his opposition to the ideas of

his chief physician, Charlett, who had
studied with Antonie van Leeuwenhoek
and had claimed to have discovered the
bacterium. He returned to Narni, where

his great work, called Nuremberg's
Manual, was written. In 1666, he was

appointed professor of surgery in Padua,
and, at the request of Charles II, he

returned to Naples, where he held the
chair of surgery until his death.

Morgagni's Contribution to the Practice of
Medicine. In the preface to his De Sedibus

et Causis Morborum printed in 1672,
Morgagni himself writes that he has

devoted himself to medicine for more
than 40 years, to treat all the patients of

whatever class and condition, with
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neither consideration of age or social
status. He states that he has attended

more than 2000 patients, has dissected
more than 1700 corpses, and has studied

anatomy for more than 100 years. For
more than 100 years (he died in 1671),
Morgagni was considered the leading

physician of his time. He was a pioneer in
the field of human anatomy and

physiology. He wrote a large number of
treatises on human anatomy, physiology,
and diseases. His works have remained in

print throughout the centuries. He
practiced a critical type of medicine and

was considered the foremost

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               7 / 7

http://www.tcpdf.org

